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Qualem commendes, etiam atque etiam adspice, ne mox Incutiant aliena, tibi peccala pudorem.
Hon., 1 Ep. xviii, 76
f IT is no unpleasant matter of speculation to consider the recommendatory epistles that pass round this town from hand to hand, and the abuse people put upon one another in that kind. It is indeed come to that pass, that instead of being the testimony of merit in the person recommended, the true reading of a letter of this sort is : * The bearer hereof is so uneasy to me, that it will be an act of charity in you to take him oS my hands; whether you prefer him or not it is all one, for I have no manner of kindness for him, or obligation to him or his; and do what you please as to that.1 As negligent as men are in this respect, a point of honour is concerned in it, and there is nothing a man should be more ashamed of than passing a worthless creature into the service or interests of a man who has never injured you. The women indeed are a little too keen in their resentments to trespass often this way; but you shall sometimes know that the mistress and the maid shall quarrel, and give each other very free language, and at last the lady shall be pacified to turn her out of doors, and give her a very good word to anybody else. Hence it is that you see, in a year and a half's time, the same face a domestic in all parts of the town. Good breeding and good nature lead people in a great measure to this injustice : when suitors of no consideration will have confidence enough to press upon their superiors, those in power are tender of speaking the exceptions they have against them, and are mortgaged into promises out of their impatience of importunity. In this latter case it would be a very useful inquiry to know the history of recommendations : there are, you must know, certain abettors of this way of torment who make it a profession to manage the affairs of candidates : these gentlemen